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On Page 2 of our March 15th issue, we discussed the Truman quote in 
Joe Firmage's recent full-page ad in the newspaper USA Today, and we also 
modestly mentioned our own two meetings with Truman in which he definite­
ly expressed negative opinions about flying saucers. 

Once again, the Firmage quote, from an April 4th, 19.50 press confer­
ence, is: "I can assure you that flying saucers, given that they exist, 
are not constructed by any power on earth". The key phrase here is "given 
that they exist". The obvious implication is that Truman did not believe 
they exist! 

· 

Firmage apparently obtained this quote from "The Unidentified Flying 
Ob jects Briefing Document� published in 199.5 by Don Berliner and Antonio 
Hunneus. The problem is that according to MUFON Eastern Director George 
Filer, Stanton Friedman claims that there is no record of Truman having 
had any press conference on April 4th, 19.50. In our opinion the quote is 
quite consistent with Truman's views as we knew them, but nevertheless it 
may be bogus. 

We asked Antonio Huneeus about all this, and he admits that he ob­
tained the quote from someone else (probably Berliner) , and that he never 
had time to check it out for himself. Thus there is a bit of a mystery 
here. 

Several of Firmage's thirteen other celebrity quotes in this ad are 
from the Berliner/Huneeus source, and it must be said that some of them 
(not necessarily the same ones) are misleading or taken out of context. 
(Our thanks to Karl Pflock & Antonio Hunneus for help on this item.) 

FAKE ALIEN TEACHER FIRED NEAR KEY WEST: 

Several years ago, your "Smear" editor was fired as MUFON Section 
Director for Monroe County, Florida, where Key West is located. This was 
probably because we didn't bring in any new MUFON members or investigate 
any UFO cases - since there were no local cases to investigate. 

Here, finally, is a UFO-related story from Plantation Key, just a 
few miles from Key West. On May 11th a new science teacher named Hugh Al­
lan was abruptly fired when it became known he was telling students that 
he was an alien from outer space. (He claimed he was just kidding.) This 
and other strange behavior caused Allan to be escorte� off the school prop­
erty by the police and told not to come back. Accordlng to the article, 
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there were concerns that he was "chemically dependent" and could become 
violent� 

If we decide to investigate this case, we will be sure to ask Allan 
·if he is interested in becoming a MUFON member! 

FAKE MARTIAN IN CANADA: -- -
In Toronto1 Canada, a man claiming to be a Martian had his lawsuit 

thrown out of court on the grounds that, since he was neither a human be­
ing nor a corporation, he had no standing in an Ontario (Canada) court. 
The man, named Rene Joly, was suing the Defence Minister and several 
others, all of whom he connected to a plot to conceal his Martian origins. 

HE-REVIEWING OUR OWN REVIEW: - ----
Ann Druffel, author of "How to Defend Yourself Against Alien Abduc­

tion", has written us mildly suggesting that she didn't much like our re­
cent review of her book. She suggested that we actually read the book, or 
else quote from someone else's more favorable review. 

---

We have chosen to do the latter. A person in Australia named Jim 
Owen wrote as follows about Ann's book: "Anyone who has the belief that 
he or she may be or has been involved in the Abduction Phenomena would 
find this publication an extremely rewarding experience. I would also sug­
gest that anyone who has an interest in the sub jects of UFOs or abductions 
will find this a most stimulating and rewarding book ... " 

It is available for $12 from: Crown Publishers, 201 East 50th St., 
New York, N.Y. 10022. 

CRACKPOTS VS. CRACKPOTS: 

We have a really strange Internet item from Canada, in which two 
real astrophysicists, working on communication with possible extraterres­
trials, have stated their serious concern that "amateurs" may send mes­
sages into Space that give said extraterrestrials the wrong ideas! 

The two scientists, who are employed by the Canadian government, are 
concerned that "inexperienced UFO fanatics could inadvertently invite an 
alien invasion". In an e-mail to the Prime Minister and other officials, 
they complained that "sooner or later, messages carelessly designed might 
put Earth at risk". 

A spokesman for the Prime Minister commented, "Come on, this is in­
sane! ", and another official wondered facetiously if communications with 
space beings would be conducted properly in both of Canada's official lan­
guages - French and English. 

UPDATE ON THE GLORIOUS FORTHCOMING SAN ANTONIO CONVENTION: 

The 36th running of the National UFO Conference (NUFOC) will be held 
on the weekend of September 25th & 26th at the Seven Oaks Hotel and Con-
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vention Center in San Antonio, Texas. (Phone: 210-824-5371.) Ordinary 
rooms will go for $45 per night, suites for $75$ 

Confirmed speakers include Whitley Strieber, computer whiz Joe Firm­
age (pictured at bottom of Page 2), MUFON czar Walt Andrus, Roswell expert 
Kevin Randle, "Smear" Contributing Editor Karl Pflock, and several others. 
A 2-page flier will be available shortly with all the details. In the mean­
while, you can reach local host Dennis Stacy at: P.O. Box 124]4, San An­
tonio, Tx. 78212. 

SHIT FROM THE SKY! 
According to the May 16th Albuquerque (N.M.) Journal, Salt Lake City, 

Utah, has been the scene of a rather disgusting series of about a dozen 
Fortean falls involving raw sewage, apparently dumped by passing airplaneso 
It is not at all clear, however, if airplanes are really the right answer 
here. One theory is that the shit is being dumped deliberately by one air­
plane, though this has not been proven. Our theory is that the Space Peo­
ple have finally gotten fed up with us Earthlings for some good reason! 
(Our thanks to non-subscriber Steve Barnett for this one.) 

IT'S ABOUT TIME! -- --

An interesting article in the Spring 1999 issue of Brent Raynes' "Al­
ternate Perceptions" Magazine, written by Scott Dow, debunks the idea that 
the Roswell Incident was actually a Fu-go (or Fugo) balloon launched by 
the Japanese during World War II. The article notes that the Fu-go theory 
was originally proposed by John Keel in Fate Magazine, and also by Dr. 
Greg Little in a 1994 book. The article goes on to say that Little now 
believes in the Mogul balloon explanation for Roswell (as does your "Smear" 
editor). It is not known if Keel still hangs on to his Fu-gos! 

MISCELLANEOUS RAVINGS: 

Here's a postscript to our lead article in the April lOth "Smear", 
which described an amazing possible alien skeleton that has become of great 
interest to Walt Andrus of MUFON. We mentioned that the book "Fossil Re­
mains of Mythical Creatures", from which the alien skeleton story is taken, 
contains a long highly skeptical introduction by one George Toomer. Toomer 
is described as "Eliade Professor of Comparative Religion, Ladonia (Texas) 
University". Unfortunately, Ladonia is a tiny town, and has no university� 
Obviously Toomer is Bob Slaughter himself, author of the book:-

See also the letter to the Editor, further along in this issue, from 
Bob's widow Edith Slaughter .... 

We haven't heard lately from John Ford, formerly head of the Long Is­
land (N.Y.) UFO Network, who has spent the past couple of years in Confine­
ment, on a charge of conspiracy to commit murder. Until recently Ford was 
writing us frequently with updates on his case. 

Now, thanks to researcher Jerry Lucci, we have a May 7th article, 
which tells us that Ford has pleaded "not responsible by reason of men­
tal incompetence". Eventually, if Ford is found mentally ab+e to return 
to society, he will be set free. If he had been found guilty, he might 
have been sentenced to 25 years or more, in prison: 

Ford was originally accused of masterminding a conspiracy to kill J 
Suffolk County Republican officials by poisoning them, in a belief that 
the county government was hiding the truth about UFO crashes on Long Is­
land. Most ufologists, however, do not believe there have been any UFO 
crashes on Long Island. 

--

Ironically, one of the three public officials Ford is accused of plot­
ting against has himself been charged with extortion and involvement in a 
truck-theft ring. Typical small-town Long Island behavior, we might say! .. 

Now for you millennium fans, here's something new to worry about that 
may be worse than the Y2K bug. It seems that the Sun's 11-year cycle of 
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solar activity will peak at about the same time as the dreaded forthcom­
ing millennium weekend (Dec. 31st, 1999�The last maximum occurred in 
March 1989, and is thought to have been the cause of a massive power fail­
-ure in Quebec, Canada, that left millions of homes without power for sev­
eral days. The article goes on to say that electric power companies are 
very reluctant to admit that solar flares cause any of their problems, be­
cause "Acts of God" are not covered in their insurance policies! ... 

Amid new rumors that he is being gradually eased off the air, radio 
host Art Bell has recently co-authored at least two books - one with Whit­
ley Strieber called "How to Survive the End of the World" (this we have 
not yet seen), and another co-authored with famed New Age writer Brad 
Steiger. The latter is called "The Source - Journey Through the Unex­
plained", and will be reviewed in a future "Smear" ... 

U.S. billionaire Laurence Rockefeller, who has dropped quite a bit 
of money on American ufological projects, is now financing England's larg­
est and most scientific study of the crop circle phenomenon. The Internet 
account states that "Mr. Rockefeller, scion of the famous dynesty, has a 
long-standing interest in UFOs and other bizarre phenomena". It goes on 
to say that Rockefeller has provided "hundreds of thousands of dollars" to 
abduction researcher John Mack. We wonder if this is really true. (Our 
thanks to Wm. LaParl Jr. for this & other items in this issue.) ... 

The May 1999 issue of the MUFON Journal contains a rather pathetic 
article co-authored by Roswell die-hards Tom Carey and Don Schmitt. En­
titled "Roswell 1999: What's New?", the article describes numerous new 
Roswell leads that are not likely to be any better than the old leads! 

Most pathetic of all is the authors' idea to dig into "rodent holes" 
at the famed "debris field", in the hope that tiny pieces of the Holy Grail 
might still be hidden therein, ever since 1947. Good luck, guys! 

B 0 0 K R E V I E W S :  

As usual, UFO-related books are coming into 
our Headquarters faster than we can find Space to 
review them. 

The latest to arrive is a 32-page softcover 
effort called "Rick Hilberg's Book of Weirdology", 
written by (guess who?) Rick Hilberg of Cleveland's 
United Aerial Phenomena Agency (UAPA). This book­
let is an anthology of articles previously publish­
ed in recent years in UAPA's various books & mag-
azines. 

RICK HILBERG 
Says Hilberg: "Sometimes the UFO phenomenon gets so strange and al­

most unreal that one has t9 wonder if what we call 'UFOs' may be somehow 
related to all manner of things that we classify as 'Fortean' �· This is a 
view that we at "Smear" have entertained for many years. 

For a mere $5.95, an enlightened researcher can obtain this book plus 
a previous effort called "Around and About the Saucer World". Simply send 
your money to 377 Race Streetf Berea, Ohio 44017, and tell Rick that you 
are a hard-core follower of the late, great Charles Fort! .. e 

Dr. Bethold Schwarz has kindly sent us his :Latest book, called "Psy­
chiatric and Paranormal Aspects of Ufology", a 70-page paperback published 
by White Buffalo Books. (Price = $7.95.) Schwarz is a genuine M.D., spec­
ializing in psychiatry, and has published several much larger books about 
parapsychology over a period of many years. He currently lives in Vera 
Beach, Florida, where we met and interviewed him a few years ago. 

Summarizing Schwarz's work, we find every type of psychic manifesta­
tion known to the mind of man, all described in some detail. Much of it 

(Continued to next �) 
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PFiock PTalk I W H E R E I S T A N D 
by Karl Pflock, Our Contributing Editor & Fifth Columnist 

In response to overwhelming demand from "Smear" 
non-subscribers and mindful of the howling mob of 
ufological true believers trudging up the hill to­
ward dear ol' Hacienda Erehwon, this column is de­
voted to a statement of my position on the nature 
and origin of UFOs. 

Yipe! The mob's at the gate. So without fur­
ther preamble: UFOs are real - as yet unexplained 
phenomenao Many solid unknowns involving reports of 
strange craft and sometimes living creatures and/or 
physical evidence and visual records (photos, mo­

tion picture film) leave us with but two choices: hoax or real essentially 
as reported (a few admit of a psychological explanation as well) . If what 
occurred in these-cases was objectively real and reasonably accurately re­
ported, they must have been encounters with nonhuman intelligence and its 
works. 

----

Based on the data, I'm subjectively certain we have been visited by 
nonhuman intelligent beings -� my '50s-conditioned mind, most likely 
from an extra-solar planet of our galaxy. However, we do not yet have 
proof of this - as opposed to very strong evidence pointing to it - though 
such proof very well may be in the data already in hand, as yet unrecog­
nized as such. 

If we've had such visitors, I suspect they were here and left some 
time ago - arriving in the early to mid-1940s, and departing in the late 
1960s or early 1970s. They came here because Sol and his planets seemed 
cozily familiar. They studied our entire system and us quite closely. 
Once in awhile a couple of grad students got out of hand and buzzed the 
natives. On occasion some ambitious scientists overstepped a bit and in­
terfered with the locals - the famous and, in my considered opinion, real 
1961 abduction of Barney and Betty Hill comes to mind. Then they left, 
leaving us wondering, dreaming, hoping ... 

Next time, a few more thoughts on what's right with ufology. 

BOOK REVIEWS, Continued 
is merely anecdotal, while some of the research is conducted under sup­
posed laboratory conditions. 

Schwarz is a sincere, kindly, gentle person, and we hesitate to call 
him gullible. Yet it is well known that quite a few years ago, James ("The 
Amusing") Randi sent two of his young male proteges to Schwarz, and they 
succeeded in humiliating him by exposing some of his laboratory experiments 
as inept. This was deliberately done in such a cruel and mean-spirited way 
that we have always thought less of Randi for having done it! 

We agree with Schwarz' statement on Page )2 of the book: "The fact 
that an event can be mimicked or faked does not mean that real events 
came about this wayo This is a major problem for psychical research. Sad­
ly, in some instances high ethical standards that apply to parapsycholo­
gists in research do not equally apply to magicians - in reference to 
their veracity and their unwillingness (or inability) to duplicate specif­
ic feats under the exact same conditions that prevailed for the experiment 
being scientifically tested." 

Randi, of course, is a magician. 
The paranormal is a very complex and controversial subject, but if 

you want to see what kind of claimed psychic manifestations are going on, 
by all means read this book. 

RECENT BACK ISSUES OF "SAUCER SMEAR" ARE AVAILABLE FOR A MERE $1.00 EACH! 



(6) 
MISSIVES FROM THE MASSES: 

Researcher JERRY LUCCI writes as follows: 

"Having just reviewed a copy of 'Fossil Remains of Mythical Crea­
tures', I now fully understand why ufoology is in the state that it is in. 
When the Exalted Supreme Commander of MUFON can find an alien in the same 
book along with mermaids, leprechauns, etc., and even for a second give 
it serious thought, this tells you all you need to know! 

"Seriously speaking, Jim - having read the MUFON article and then 
viewed the book, I was shocked to say the least. While we might all sit 
down and laugh, it should give everyone pause to wonder what other crap 
is being passed off as serious research in the MUFON Journal! 

"Speaking of esteemed researchers, I have enclosed the latest in­
formation on Long Island UFO expert John Ford, who never saw a forest fire 
that wasn't caused by a crashed UFO! " 

This information is in this issue, under "Miscellaneous Ravings': - Editor. 

JUDITH SLAUGHTER, widow of the author of "Fossil Remains of Myth­
ical Creatures", writes as follows: 

"I was greatly amused by the 'Saucer Smear' issue about our alien, 
and the subsequent issue with commentaries was great too. Thanks so much 
for sending them ... 

"Walt Andrus made several attempts to call me so _that he could get 
some samples for DNA testing. When we failed to touch base, he went to 
Ladonia (Texas) to investigate and to interview some people. He went to 
the purple Victorian house where the alien letter was discovered, and 
talked to its owner Pete Betters. I'm afraid Walt didn't obtain much 
documentation or evidence. But he still would like to have the alien for 
his MUFON museum, which I said I would consider if the rest of Bob's fam­
ily was in agreement. 

"Thanks again for your kindness, and I love your publication ... " 

PHILLIP S. DUKE Ph.D. writes: 

" ... I liked the cartoon, and it sure looks like Marvin Martianius 
to me. Cartoonist Matt Graeber should have stuck to his guns. The 'skel­
eton' is obviously a Walt Andrus hoax. It can only bring disrepute to 
ufology. It seems to me that Mr. Andrus' MUFON does more harm than good 
and should be disbanded! ... " 

Roswell die-hard BOB GALGANSKI writes as follows: 

"In his last column, Karl Pflock dismissed as 'silly' my ... articles 
which posit a non-Mogul explanation for the Roswell debris field. It's 
possible that his pea-brained assessment of my research stems from his 
inability to comprehend the mathematics I employed in two of those arti­
cles. That said, perhaps he'll understand the very simple calculations 
and associated reasoning presented below, and admit that the Mogul hy­
pothesis just won't work. 

"The Air Force's 1994 report on the Roswell Incident claims the de­
bris (most of which comprised thin, sheet-like fragments) was scattered 
within a 600-foot-diameter circle. If Mogul Flight 4 caused the debris 
field, the aluminum foil/paper laminate from its three radar targets 
would have been the only possible source for the allegedly unusual thin­
shell fragments found at the Foster ranch site. All 54 square feet of it 
would have covered only 0.02% (a tiny fraction of one percent) of the 
28), 000 square foot ground area. 

"In order for an eyewitness to infer that the field had at least a 
crude circular shape, the laminate sheeting would have to break into 
countless pieces, with many of them located along the circle's nearly 
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1, 900-foot-long circumference. But most of the latter fragments along 
any portion of this arc couldn't be too small; otherwise they wouldn't 
be visible from the center of the circle (or farther away) or from a van­
tage point outside of it. A measly 54 square feet of laminate clearly 
wouldn't provide enough material to satisfy both of these requirements.o" 

Researcher ROBERT TODD, writing on stationery of his self-styled 
"Roswell Rehab Center", writes as follows: 

"You might recall that you telephoned me awhile back concerning the 
'new' MJ-12 documents. I had not had an opportunity to examine the docu­
ments as of the time of your call, and I said I'd let you know when I had 
taken a look at them. 

"Well, I looked through the 'new' documents, and I am completely un­
impressed. Even less impressive is the credulous attempt at 'authentica­
tion' carried out by Robert and Ryan Wood. I purchased their two booklets 
containing reproductions of the documents, and the reconstructions of the 
documents performed by the Woods. I also purchased their CD-ROM, 'The Se­
cret', which apparently contains their current position on these docu­
ments. In all cases, I am tremendously unimpressed. 

"The documents are pathetic, and that's being generous! Already the 
Woods are issuing preposterous rationalizations in an attempt to explain 
away the many flaws contained therein. Many of these flaws are fatal to 
the idea of authenticity, but it seems clear that nothing will deter the 
Woods from their mission. They are offering their collection for the price 
of $40.00, are planning to come out with a book, and hope to produce a tel­
evision documentary. Perhaps the fact that Ryan Wood has a background in 
marketing has something to do with it. 

"It appears that both the Woods and Timothy Cooper (their source) 
have withheld and are withholding certain materials. I'm sure they can 
justify this by claiming they are still carrying out investigations. Ap­
parently everybody they take into their confidence has to sign a non-dis­
closure agreement. Essentially, the Woods and Cooper are controlling the 
whole show, making sure nobody shoots the documents down completely before 
the Woods come out with their book and documentary ... 

"Fortunately, there are a number of competent and appropriately skep­
tical people involved in the debate with the Woods, and I have absolutely 
no intention of wasting the rest of my life trying to pick the documents 
apartoco11 

Researcher HERBERT TAYLOR writes as follows, to our Contributing Edi­
tor Karl Pflock: 

"Your 'Pflock Ptalk' column in the latest 'Smear' was interesting as 
usual, but unfortunately I don't share your sanguine views on CUFOS and 
FUFOR. I wish I could, but I can't. I agree that both organizations are 
capable of some very good work when not promoting the Roswell crap, but 
this lapse of judgment is so egregious that it pushes everything else into 
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the background. Their mindless promotion of Roswell casts a pall over 
everything else they do. At least that's the way I feel about it.�. 

"Their promotion of Roswell is not a trivial item. To the contrary, 
it goes to the very core of one's perspective on the UFO phenomenon. Be­
lief in Roswell not only means that our government had the smoking gun in 
their hands from the very beginning of the modern UFO era, but that they 
have engaged in a vast cover-up to hide this from the public. Dismissal 
of Roswell leads one to the opposite view. It does make quite a differ­
ence on perspective. 

"Friends don't always see eye to eye on things, and I'm afraid that 
this is one area where we don't. In any event, 'Pflock Ptalk' has been a 
fine addition to 'Smear", and I hope it stays as a permanent column .. ., " 

PHIL KLASS, slightly tongue-in-cheek, writes: 

"Dear Capt. Jim Moseley: 
"I was very, very disappointed to learn (from the May 5th issue of 

'Smear') that I am not on your 'Enemies List'. You are on mine, for the 
following reasons: ---

---

" (1) You are critical of several ufologists whom I very greatly ad­
mire: Jerry Clark, Budd Hopkins, David Jacobs, and Bill Moore. 

" (2) You refuse to admit that you were in bed with Linda 'Cortile' 
the night she was beamed up to a hovering UFO, and that the ETs refused to 
take you along because your sperm was not up to their high standards. 

" (3) You refuse to allow me to make public the fact that you are my 
illegitimate son, the result of a liason with Glenn Dennis' nurse Naomi 
Selff when I was sent to Roswell Army Air Field in mid-1947 as a General 
Electric field engineer, to repair GE remote turret systems on the 509th's 
B-29s. 

" (4) You refuse to allow me to reveal that you were chairman of MJ-
12 until you were replaced by Stanton Friedman." 

CARLOS MENTIRA, who hasn't written to us in a very long time, has 
this to say: 

"Regarding your 'Enemies List', it is obvious that these are all peo­
ple whom you have deliberately pissed off by your National Enquirer type 
journalism in 'Smear'. No wonder they don't like you. You are just lucky 
you have never been sued! 

"I know for a fact that Jerry Clark is one of the most even-tempered, 
fair-minded gentlemen in the UFO field� No doubt you are merely jealous 
of his financial success. You should apologize to him and to Mr. Hopkins 
for your shameless attacks on them! Who cares if Hopkins doesn't know 
where the Brooklyn Bridge is. Frankly;-I don't know, either! ., .. " 

Ace cartoonist MATT GRAEBER writes: 

"Having just read the May issue of the MUFON Journal, I have come to 
the opinion· that ufology would be best served if MUFON were to set up a 
hot-line for people to report on missing elk, moose, and praire dogs. Al­
so, an abducted elk support group would be helpful and humane ... 

"Of course, funding for these noble pro jects might be a little dif­
ficult to come by� But perhaps you could mention the need for these pro­
grams to Joe Firmage when you meet him. If he goes for the idea, we may 
even be able to have him contribute to 'the association of ufologically 
astute pathological fibbers' (AUAPF) , which has a growing membership, es­
pecially in New Mexico! 

"Till then, keep on watching the skies! .,." J d p •t Club u ge erm1 s 

AN ITALIAN SINNER will be served at 5:30p.m. at the To Continue Sex Bar 
Essex Center United Methodist Church. Vermonter 10/16177 
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